
PUBLIC WORKS SPECIAL COMMITTEE MEETING
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

FEBRUARY 4, 2016

1

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman John Hoggatt, Jim Webber, and Tom McCormick (8:32 a.m.)

OTHERS PRESENT:  Tom Zeuli , Tom Syfko, Denny Darnold, Marian Webber, Katherine Cross, Sharon 
Buffington, Randy Hanson, Alan Burchill, Marty Jensen, Elizabeth Moline

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoggatt at 8:30 a.m.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE VINE STREET IMPROVEMENTS.  Hoggatt stated the main 
purpose for this special meeting was for the discussion and possible action on the Vine Street project.  He 
stated he had made a motion at the regular meeting (January 26, 2016) to include bike lanes from 9th Street to 
4th Street with no parking; and after some discussions and review of the transition at 4th Street, he was 
reconsidering his action.

Syfko stated there had been a drainage study and two feasibility studies presented previously.  Last fall the 
project was approved, and the final plans and specifications are within weeks of being completed.  At a public 
information meeting held on January 6 and at the (Public Works Committee) meeting on January 26, there 
were a lot of concerns and questions.  There have been staff meetings, discussions with consultants and 
review of the history and elements.  It was the general consensus to proceed with the 36 foot wide road width 
for the length of the project, and the main topics for further review was regarding providing bike lanes versus 
parking.

Syfko provided a schedule as of today with the Council awarding the construction contract at their March 21, 
2016 meeting.  Based on previous Council action, the ad for bids would be published February 25, 2016 with 
bid opening on March 17; and construction would begin sometime in April 2016 depending on weather.  Other 
utility schedules such as Xcel Energy have to be considered.  

Hoggatt stated he had made the recommendation to eliminate parking from 4th Street to 9th Street with Webber
seconding the motion (January 26, 2016).  He met with Syfko and Denny Darnold to review the transition at 4th

and Vine with bikers coming downhill on the bike lane and then into a parking lane and it being a safety issue.

Issues discussed included:
- 4 foot centerline offset to be redone
- speed going downhill vs. speed going uphill
- driving lane on south side going east is adjacent to the present curb
- having bike paths on both sides changes centerline location
- travel lane width requirements
- tapering of parking lane just west of 4th Street on the north side
- widen to 43 feet between 4th and 3rd Streets would move north curb almost to sidewalk (2 ft curb/4 ft 

bike/12 ft travel lane/12 ft travel lane/4 ft bike/9 ft parking)
- other issues between 1st and 3rd Streets due to businesses and needed parking
- review with Steve Clark and specifications for bicycle friendly cities
- alternative routes will not work as they will still use Vine Street
- 4 ft or 5 ft bike lanes, 11 ft or 12 ft travel lanes
- parking on south side between 3rd and 4th Streets
- sharing road signage between 1st and 3rd Streets

Randy Hanson stated he was speaking as a trustee for the First Baptist Church and noted the potential parking
hardship for elderly if any change is made as well as the Alanon House.  Zeuli noted the auto repair station on 
the south side has two driveways and an alley on the east by Alanon.  Jim Webber noted that parking is very 
time specific with usually two cars in this block.  Hoggatt noted these were issues for widening this block to the 
north.  Marian Webber suggested parking in bike lanes on Sunday only.  
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McCormick stated that when the review of this project first started it was a matter of whether bike lanes could 
be integrated into the road lanes, and it now is whether the road can be integrated into bike lanes.  He further 
stated that he is a biker and would like lanes but would not support because of cost and not being necessary.  
He noted the project is for a 36 foot road with parking all the way, and bike lanes do not appear to be feasible 
due to the bike safety issue at 4th Street without moving the roadway 4 feet plus to a 43 foot roadway.

Jim Webber stated that doesn’t work for him because no markings increases speed, and he is not 
understanding why it is a major issue particularly if you go to 3rd without parking.  Marian Webber noted 
sharing the road system that would be family oriented.  McCormick recommended staying with the 36 foot 
road.

Alan Burchill stated that there is a time element crunch to get this street done.  If Council can agree on the 36 
foot width, we can determine whether to have bike lanes or not and review parking with residents.  Otherwise, 
it could be 3-5 years before this project could be done.  Hoggatt stated this is a follow-up to the January 26 
meeting, and he is not trying to delay.  It appears to be a paint and operational issue.

Syfko noted there was about 30-35 (27 signed in) people at the meeting on January 26, not sure about the 
percentage of representation for area east of 4th Street, but no parking from 4th to 9th Streets may be doable.  
However, what about 3rd to 4th Streets?  Need to look at the project as a whole.  He can support some 
suggestions but recognizes that it is a Council decision, and he noted the typical section that was included in 
the study and proposed for construction.  He clarified that a 12 ft wide travel lane would include double yellow 
striping that would reduce the effective driving area to about 11 ft 2 inches.

Jim Webber started a motion to approve the concept of no parking on the north side, and Hoggatt reminded 
him of the previous motion.  Hoggatt stated that he did not agree with the previous motion now as the transition
at 4th Street will not work.  Jim Webber stated he is not sure it won’t work.  Hoggatt suggested leaving the 
motion and discuss it at the Council meeting.

Motion by Hoggatt to rescind the previous motion, second by McCormick.  Moline noted Webber may need to 
second the motion as he seconded the previous motion.

Motion by Hoggatt, second by Webber to rescind the previous motion (January 26, 2016 Public Works 
Committee meeting).  MOTION CARRIED, 3-0.

Motion by Webber, second by Hoggatt that from 4th to 9th Streets (on Vine Street) be no parking with a 36 foot 
roadway with bike/travel lanes to be determined after additional study; that from 3rd to 4th Streets (on Vine 
Street) having parking on the south side and parking on the north side on Sundays only for four spots.  
MOTION CARRIED, 2 (Webber, Hoggatt)-1 (McCormick).

Prior to the vote, Marty Jensen (police chief) stated that emergency vehicles need to be considered.  The 
suggestion was made that there could be no parking on the west end of the south side due to the business and
alley.  Hoggatt stated that the motion could be taken to the Council with further discussion at that meeting.

PROJECT UPDATE: PUBLIC WORKS & ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS.  Nothing

Motion by Hoggatt, second by McCormick to adjourn.  MOTION CARRIED, 9:28 a.m.

Submitted by,

Elizabeth Moline
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Acting Secretary


