
AGENDA FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 505 THIRD STREET

5:00 P.M. THURSDAY, April 14, 2016

ROLL CALL

MINUTES, MARCH 3, 2016

2016 03 MINUTES.PDF

PARKING - NO ITEMS

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO BARRICADE LOCUST STREET BETWEEN 
SECOND AND THIRD STREETS FOR THE 9TH ANNUAL LOCUST STREET CAR SHOW 
ON THE THIRD SUNDAY, MAY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2016

2016 04 4 LOCUST STREET CAR SHOW IP.PDF

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE CONCEPT PLAN FOR A DOG PARK AT 
PROSPECT PARK

2016 04 5 DOG PARK IP.PDF

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO INSTALL OVERHEAD LANE DIRECTIONAL 
SIGNAGE ON GATEWAY BOULEVARD AT CREST VIEW DRIVE

2016 04 6 OVERHEAD SIGNAGE GATEWAY AT CREST VIEW IP.PDF

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SAFETY CONCERNS ON VINE STREET

2016 04 7 VINE ST SAFETY ISSUES IS.PDF

EMS/FIRE DEPARTMENT/POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

OTHER ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS

ADJOURNMENT

CC: Mayor Burchill; Devin J. Willi;
Alderperson Alms; Alderson Hall; Alderperson Morrissette
Chief Jensen, Chief St. Martin, Chief Lyksett; Public Works; City Clerk;
Chamber of Commerce; Cable TV; Star Observer; Hudson Patch; Lobbies

Posted in City Hall lobbies and the Public Safety Building, delivered to Star Observer 
and Committee members: 04/04/16.

Notice is hereby given that a majority of the City Council may be present at the meeting of the 
Public Safety Committee to gather information about a subject over which they have decision-
making responsibility.
This constitutes a meeting of the City Council pursuant to State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale 
Village Bd., 173 Wis.2d 553, 494 N. W. 2d 408 (1993), and must be noticed as such, although 
the Council will not take any formal action at this meeting.
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PRESENT
 

:  Alderpersons Alms, and Morrissette. 

ABSENT:
 

  Alderson Hall. 

ALSO PRESENT

A copy of the agenda was posted in City Hall lobbies, delivered to the Hudson Star-
Observer, and mailed to committee members on March 4, 2016. 

:  Chief Marty Jensen, Chief Brandon Lyksett, Marrian Webber, Jim 
Webber, Todd Stonestrom, Kathryn Prost, Sharon Buffington, Melanie Herberg, and others. 

 
Alderperson Morrissette called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers 

of City Hall. 
 
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2016 MEETING:

 

  MOTION by Alms, SECOND 
by Morrissette to accept the minutes of the February 11, 2016 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RESTRICT PARKING ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF VINE STREET BETWEEN TENTH STREET AND ELEVENTH STREET 
AND ON TENTH STREET AND ELEVENTH STREET AT VINE STREET DURING 
WINTER MONTHS:

 

  Alderperson Morrissette asked that this issue be postponed until Hall was 
present to speak to it. 

Alderperson Hall became present at 8:01 a.m. 
 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONDUCT 4TH ANNUAL YMCA 
YOUTH TRIATHLON ON JUNE 4, 2016 AT 1:00 P.M. BEGINNING AND ENDING AT THE 
YMCA:

 

  Chief Jensen stated that participants will be on the walking paths and sidewalks.  There 
have been no issues in the past and an officer will be positioned on Vine Street at Diamond 
Drive. 

MOTION by Morrissette, SECOND by Alms to recommend approval of the 4th Annual 
YMCA Youth Triathlon on June 4, 2016 at 1:00 P.M. beginning and ending at the YMCA.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONDUCT 4TH ANNUAL 

CELEBRATE DIFFERENCE 5K RUN/WALK ON APRIL 30, 2016 AT 900 A.M. 
BEGINNING AND ENDING AT WILLOW RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:

 

  Jensen stated 
that this was a fund raiser for Willow River Elementary special needs music therapy program.  
There have been no issues in the past and an officer will be positioned on Second Street at Saint 
Croix Street. 

MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Alms to recommend approval of the 4th Annual 
Celebrate Difference 5K run/walk on April 30, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. beginning and ending at 
Willow River Elementary School.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONDUCT 6TH ANNUAL WALK MS 
ON APRIL 30, 2016 AT 11:00 A.M. BEGINNING AND ENDING AT HUDSON MIDDLE 
SCHOOL:

 

  Jensen stated that participants will cross Carmichael Road and then utilize the 
walking path and sidewalks. 

MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Alms to recommend approval of the 6th Annual Walk 
MS on April 30, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. beginning and ending at Hudson Middle School.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONDUCT FUNDRAISER FOR 

WOUNDED WARRIORS AT THE INTERSECTIONS OF SECOND STREET AT VINE 
STREET AND ELEVENTH STREET AT COULEE ROAD:

 

  Morrissette asked that issue be 
postponed to when the requestor would be available. 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO RESTRICT PARKING ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF VINE STREET BETWEEN TENTH STREET AND ELEVENTH STREET 
AND ON TENTH STREET AND ELEVENTH STREET AT VINE STREET DURING 
WINTER MONTHS:

 

  Hall stated that the Parks Committee had concerns with sight lines when 
kids are sledding.  Jensen stated that there have been no vehicle related incidents in the area.  He 
also noted that restricting parking on Tenth Street would impact the residents that park here.  He 
stated that additional lighting had been requested and there is No Parking on the south side of 
Vine Street in that area. 

MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Alms to postpone the issue to the October meeting.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

 
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SAFETY CONCERNS ON VINE 

STREET:

 

  Morrissette asked that the issue remain on the agenda until the Vine Street project is 
complete.  Some previous suggestions were painting crosswalks and solar lighted signage.  Hall 
stated that it is costly to retrofit some of these and felt it could be done during the street update. 

Todd Stonestrom asked for clarification on the solar lights.  Jensen stated that the 
pedestrian would push a button, which activates the flashing pedestrian lights.  Stonestrom felt 
flashing signage would help at Ninth Street and Seventh Street since visibility is reduced going 
down the hill (west).  He also noted that many kids cross Vine Street to one of the three schools 
north of Vine Street. 

 
Kathryn Prost suggested that the No Parking at intersections be extended to allow for 

better sightlines.  She will do another Traffic Tamers survey when the weather is better. 
 
Sharon Buffington thanked the Committee for taking the time to address these issues and 

liked the idea of the flashing pedestrian crossing and speed signs and the improved sightlines. 
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Marrian Webber asked if the City had considered widening Vine Street between Second 
the Fourth Street.  Morrissette stated that the Pastor at First Baptist Church wasn’t willing to 
offset the sidewalk costs. 

 
Morrissette stated that now was the time to install wiring for electronic signage. 
 
MOTION by Morrissette, SECOND by Hall to forward the issue to Public Works 

recommending flashing pedestrian crossing signage on Vine Street at Ninth Street and possibly 
Fourth Street, and an electronic speed sign on westbound Vine Street at Ninth Street and 
improving the sightlines along the Vine Street corridor.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 

EMS/FIRE DEPARTMENT/ POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES: 

 Chief Lyksett stated that the new siren has shipped. 
 
 Chief Jensen stated that Charles Welbourn has accepted the Patrol Officer position and 
will start on March 30.  
 

Administration is working on the Lexipol system, which is a cloud based Policy & 
Procedure manual.  It also incorporates a daily knowledge segment which can be used for up to 8 
hours toward annual training requirements. 

 
The department will begin using web based scheduling software.  This will allow 

employees to view the schedule from any device with internet service, request time off and 
receive electronic notification of changes.  It will also allow the District Attorney viewing access 
for court scheduling purposes. 

 
 INFORMATION:

 
  None.  

 OTHER ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:

 

  Morrissette-overhead lane indicator 
signage on Gateway Boulevard at Crest View Drive. 

 ADJOURNMENT:

 

  MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Alms to adjourn.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:31 a.m. 
 
Minutes by Melanie Herberg. 
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Item #   4 
 
Submitted to:   Public Safety Committee  
 
Date: 03/24/2016 
 
Submitted by: Chief Marty Jensen 
 
Regarding: Locust Street Car Show-9th year.  
 
 
ISSUE:  Dave Knoke is proposing a monthly car show, running May through 
September on the third Sunday of each month to draw a variety of people to the 
downtown area. He is requesting to barricade Locust Street between 2nd St and 3rd St, 1-
5:00 p.m. Attached to this issue sheet is a letter stating the dates and other information 
for this event. 
 
 

 Legal aspects:   None 
 Budget Impact:  Cost of Barricades 
 Past History:   Have apporved this event 
 Other Pertinent Data: None 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Approve event.   
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:        



Locust Street Car & Motorcycle Show 
May – September 2016 

 
 
     Dave Knoke of Knokes Chocolates is again proposing a monthly car 
show, running May through September on the third Sunday of each 
month 1pm- 5pm.  The car and motorcycle shows would be a way to 
draw a larger variety of people to the downtown area.  This would benefit 
not only the small businesses involved, but also all of Hudson’s 
businesses. 
 
 

A’la Mode 
Supporting Businesses 

Bartholomew Law Office 
Dilly Dally 

Hudson Flower Shop 
Hudson Star Observer 

Chapter2books 
J.R. Haubrich 

Knoke’s Chocolates 
Marnie Marie Photography 

Mickelson’s Drug Store 
Nutrition HQ 

Postmark Grille 
St. Croix Valley Dentistry 

Wells Fargo 
 
 

 The Locust Street Car & Motorcycle Shows would not be judged, 
but rather gatherings of all car/motorcycle enthusiasts.  There would be 
no charge to enter the shows, or for the public to attend.  The only 
criteria is that the cars/motocycle and/or trucks must be 
collectable/custom status. 

Attendance 

 

 “NO PARKING AFTER 12:30pm” signs would be posted on meters 
by 9 am on the show days, and barricades and 2 garbage cans - provided 
by the city and left in the alley between Dilly Dally and Nutrition HQ – 
would be put in place at 1:00pm.  Vehicles still remaining on the street 
would not be towed, but removed quickly by locating the owner.  Parking 
is a “first come-first-serve” basis, with participants parking diagonally 
along both sides of the street – 50 to 80 cars and/or motorcycles 
maximum. 

Parking 



 
 
 
 
 

 Barricades provided by the city will be placed as follows:  3
Barricades 

rd and 
Locust – 1-2 barricades manned by two people to control car show traffic 
entering and exiting.  The only entrance will be at the intersection of 
3rd and Locust Street to avoid backing up 2nd

 2
 Street traffic. 

nd

 Alley between Dilly Dally and Nutrition HQ – 1 barricade near the 
dumpsters, manned by one person.  (People entering the alley from 
Walnut Street can use the Marnie Photography parking for a turnaround.  
Barricade located at the Locust Street entrance of Postmark Grille 
parking lot. 

 and Locust Street – 2 barricades manned by one person – only 
exiting. 

 

 Garbage cans provided by the City, will be outside Nutrition HQ, 
and outside Knokes’ Chocolates. 

Garbage 

 

 Cars and motorcycles must be parked in accordance to the law by 
5:10pm and barricades will be removed, allowing Locust Street to be 
reopened.  Garbage and signs will be removed by Locust Street retailers 
after closing. 

Clean up 

 

May 15
Sunday Dates for 2016 are: 

th

June 12
  

July 17
th  

August 21
th 

September 18
st  

th
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Item #   5 
 
Submitted to:   Public Safety Committee  
 
Date: 03/16/2016 
 
Submitted by: Chief Marty Jensen 
 
Regarding: Request to put Dog Park in Prospect Park 
 
 
ISSUE: Attached to this issue sheet are several documents regarding a request to 
put up a dog park area within Prospect Park.  This item was sent to the committee from 
the city council. 
 
 

 Legal aspects:   None 
 Budget Impact:  Unknown at this time 
 Past History:   None 
 Other Pertinent Data: None 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  None at this time.   
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:        



        
 CITY OF HUDSON 

ISSUE SHEET 
 

Submitted to:  Common Council    Date:   3-4-2016 
Submitted by:  Park Board  

Regarding: Discussion and possible action on the approval of the concept plan for a dog 
park at Prospect Park  

 The Park Board has discussed on several occasions different locations in some of the 
city parks for a future dog park.   

 
 At the February Park Board meeting representatives of “Support a Hudson Dog Park” 

provided estimated costs and requested permissions to post a survey on their Facebook 
page. The results from the survey were provided at the meeting. (Attached)  

 
 Upon approval by the city to designate space at Prospect Park for a future dog park, the 

group plans to organize fundraising events, donations, etc. to pay for the fencing and 
other amenities for the dog park.  

  
 
 
  
 
 FUNDING SOURCE: 
  

  N/A 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

 

  To recommend approval of the wooded area along the 
westerly portion of Prospect Park for a dog park.  

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  

 

MOTION by Weiler, second by Hall to approve 
the conceptual plan for a dog park at Prospect Park on the westerly bluff of the old 
hospital site. MOTION CARRIED.  









344 Responses as of 2/26/2016 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 











 

 







 







 

 

Dear Members of the Park Board, 

 Our names are Eric and Katherine VanSchoonhoven.  As members of the Hudson community, 
and in particular as members who will soon be living very near Prospect Park at 607 Laurel Avenue, we 
want to express our desire that the city NOT approve a dog park on the site of the old hospital.  Please 
bear with us as we express a few of the many reasons we oppose this venture.  

 Hudson does not need a dog park, especially at Prospect.  Yes, there are people who take their 
dogs to this area to play.  We believe permission to have animals in this area should be continued, and 
would like to see more done to combat the mass of thistles and other prickly plants prevalent in this 
field that could cause injury to people and pets.  However, creating a dog park would take land away 
from the use of all residents, and would limit it only to the use of people who own dogs.  The area for 
which the dog park is proposed is a beautiful area—a large grassy area where many residents go to play 
lacrosse, Frisbee, or just stroll.  We know this because we go to or pass this park nearly every day.  The 
side hill mentioned in the proposal is a forested area with walking paths that stretches down to Third 
Street, near downtown.  It is a great “shortcut” for walking to local businesses and events downtown, 
and a favorite “adventure” of our children and others.  In the years when the paths are cleaned up and 
new woodchips put down, it is one of the best places in Hudson.  Even now, with residual damage from 
storms of the last few years, it is a great place where mossy logs span natural crevasses, trees arch over 
the walking paths, and people can crunch through ankle-deep oak leaves.  We enjoy the wildlife in this 
tranquil area, and the polite, well-mannered residents we meet there.  It is an idyllic spot, and we find it 
surprising that the DNR would say that unsightly chain-link fencing cutting through this area would be 
consistent with passive recreation.  We doubt that this is the type of recreation for which the area was 
intended, regardless of official permissibility.   

 We disagree that Hudson needs a dog park, and believe it would cause more problems than it 
would solve.  Most homeowners in Hudson have yards for their dogs; we are not a major metropolis 
where pets lack grass.  Many of our local parks allow dogs.  The people who want to meet others with 
dogs can do this, without taking away park land from others.  The city allows homeowners to construct 
fencing, and many homeowners have installed invisible fencing, so many of Hudson’s dogs already get 
the opportunity to run off leash.  Dogs at dog parks go through stress every time a new dog arrives; they 
need to establish their hierarchy at the dog park again and again, which leads to more instances of 
violence than are found among dogs who go to other parks.  As mentioned in last week’s article in the 
Star Observer, the area mentioned really is not big enough for a true dog park, anyhow.  Successful dog 
parks, like the one in Burnsville, are in excess of seven acres in size, which allows animals the space they 
need to play without becoming overly territorial.   

While we have no doubt that volunteers would find funds to put up low-cost chain link fences, 
we believe that the area would quickly go “to the dogs”.  The fencing would soon be overgrown, and 
chain link fences become less and less attractive with age.  While at first there may be volunteers to help 



clean up the park, soon it would become unsightly, and it would be very difficult to unmake the dog park 
once it was established.  While at first volunteers might be around to monitor that only licensed, 
vaccinated, well-trained dogs are permitted in, this, too, would deteriorate, and the city certainly is not 
going to pay a trained monitor to be stationed full time to meet the promises made by the dog park 
proposal.   Hudson already has a problem with residents keeping and walking dogs that are poorly 
trained, behind on vaccinations, and dangerous, as shown by bite attacks in the past two years against 
people and other dogs; we believe encouraging the congregation of dogs would exacerbate our existing 
dog problem. 

 We understand that the hospital site was not the original area for which the dog park was 
intended.  We oppose having a dog park here for all the same reasons the residents near Weitkamp did 
not want a large portion of their park going to the use of dogs.  We believe that the residents who want 
this park would not want it in their back yards.  Our current level of cohabitation of people with dogs at 
Prospect is at or near optimal, and we are glad that the water fountain at Prospect Park includes a 
drinking station for dogs. 

 While we oppose a dog park at the old hospital site, there are a few things we would really like 
to see done to better utilize this area and the rest of Prospect Park.  We believe Prospect Park would 
really benefit from the installation of approximately two more light poles along the road that winds the 
south and west side of the park, near the trees.  We would like to see a drain in the field removed or 
covered; we’ve seen people fall here and one person twist their ankle.  We would also love to see the 
stairs at the bottom of the hill replaced; the bottom steps are broken and others are decaying.  It would 
be safer and easier for families with smaller children to traverse this area if they were repaired or 
replaced. 

 These are just a few of our many thoughts regarding why and how much we do not want to see 
a dog park at the old hospital site.  Please feel free to contact us with any additional questions. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Eric and Katherine VanSchoonhoven 

Currently 219 12th

(651) 208-6059 

 Street S 
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Item #   6 
 
Submitted to:   Public Safety Committee  
 
Date: 04/04/2016 
 
Submitted by: Chief Marty Jensen 
 
Regarding: Signage at Gateway Blvd and Crest View Dr. 
 
 
ISSUE: Alderperson Morrissette requested the public safety committee look at 
the issue of having overhead signage placed on Gateway Blvd at Crest View Dr.  
Alderperson Morrissette has had complaints from citizens that the signage is not enough 
and is confusing at this intersection.   
 
 

 Legal aspects:   None 
 Budget Impact:  From PW sign budget 
 Past History:   None 
 Other Pertinent Data: None 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  None at this time.   
 
 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:        

























ACCIDENT CODES KEY 
 

 

Collision_Type: 
01-No Collision with Motor Vehicle in Transport 
02-Rear-End 
03-Head-On 
04-Rear to Rear 
05-Angle 
06-Sideswipe, Same Direction 
07-Sideswipe, Opposite Direction 
08-Unknown 

 
First_Harmful_Event / Most_Harmful_Event: 

01-Motor Vehicle in Transport 
02-Parked Motor Vehicle 
03-Deer 
04-Pedalcycle 
05-Pedestrian 
06-Railway Train 
07-Other Animal 
08-Motor Vehicle in Transport In Other Roadway 
09-Other Object (Not Fixed) 
10-Traffic Sign Post 
11-Traffic Signal 
12-Utility Pole 
13-Lum. Light Support 
14-Other Post 
15-Tree 
16-Mailbox 
17-Guardrail Face 
18-Guardrail End 
19-Median Barrier 
20-Bridge Parapet End 
21-Bridge/Pier/ Abut. 
22-Impact Attenuator 
23-Overhead Sign Post 
24-Bridge Rail 
25-Culvert 
26-Ditch 
27-Curb 
28-Embankment 
29-Fence 
30-Other Fixed Object 
31-Unknown 
32-Overturn 
33-Fire/Explosion 
34-Immersion 
35-Jackknife 
36-Other Non-Collision 

 
Road_Condition: 

01-Dry 
02-Wet 
03-Snow/Slush 
04-Ice 
05-Sand, Mud, Dirt, Oil 
06-Other 
07-Unknown 

 
Action: 

01-Going Straight 
02-Making Left Turn 
03-Making Right Turn 
04-Slowing or Stopping 
05-Stopping in Traffic 
06-Legally Parked 
07-Violating No Passing Zone 
08-Illegally Parked 
09-Parking Maneuver 
10-Backing Maneuver 
11-Changing Lanes 
12-Overtaking on Left 
13-Overtaking on Right 
14-Making U Turn 
15-Turning on Red 
16-Merging 
17-Negotation Curve 
18-Other 
 

Traffic_Control_Devices: 
01-No Control 
02-Traffic Signal Operating 
03-Traffic Signal Flashing 
04-Stop Sign 
05-Stop Sign with Flasher 
06-Warning 
07-Warn Sign with Flasher 
08-Yield Sign 
09-Traffic Control Person 
10-RR-xing Signal 
11-Other 
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Item #  7

Submitted to:  Public Safety Committee

Date: 01/12/2016

Submitted by: Chief Marty Jensen

Regarding: Traffic Safety Issues on Vine Street

ISSUE: Alderperson Morrissette has requested the committee look at the 
concerns of citizens on Vine Street regarding speeding issues, pedestrain safety, and 
vehicle crashes. 

3/2/16: Alderperson Hall asked that his subject be addressed again at the March public 
safety meeting.  

 Legal aspects: None
 Budget Impact: None
 Past History: None
 Other Pertinent Data: None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  None at this time.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:       
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